On the Threshold

written in the ante-chamber are, you will remember,
as follows:

Before the eyes can see they must be incapable of tear's.

Before the ear can heap it must have lost its sensitive-
ness.

Before the voice can speak in the presence of the Masters,
it must have lost the power to wound.

Before the soul can stand in the presence of the Masters,
its feet must be washed in the blood of the heart.

Now the same writer through whom Light on the
Path itself was given was used, as you may remem-
ber, a little later to further explain Light on the
Path by the writing of certain comments, and these
deserve careful study, as they explain much of the
.difficulty that may be found by the student in the
tr'eatise itself and may help him perhaps to avoid
that over-literalness of which I spoke, and to grasp
the inner meaning of these four Truths, instead' of
being misled by the mere outer expression. It is
said in these that the meaning of this first phrase,
" Before the eyes can see they must be incapable
of tears," is that the Soul must pass out of the
life of sensation into the life of knowledge, must
pass behind and beyond the place where it is
constantly shaken by these vehement vibrations
that come to it by way of the senses, must pass
out of that into the region of knowledge, where
there is fixity, where there is calm, and where there
is peace; that the eyes are the windows of the
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